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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSFSSMENT OF WRITING 
ABILITY FROM A DECLARATIVE/ PROCEDURAL 
PERSPECTIVE Order No. DAn503973 

Ackeaman. Terry Allan. Ph D The University of Wisconsin • 
Milwaukee, 1984 141pp. Supervisor. Professor Philip Smith 

A moderate correlational relationship is often observed between 
subscores from direct and indirect methods of writing assessment. 
Using a cognitive model of writing, specific processes are identified 
for each method of writing assessment. Based upon these processes, 
a hypothetical ordinal continuum, representing the different 
procedures measured by each type of assessment, is proposed. This 
continuum, believed to parallel the stages of writing development, * 
investigated using four measures of writing ability: a starxJardirtW 
achievement test, h transformed version of the star.dardizea test anfrv* 
two differem essay tasks Confirmatory factor analysis of the test 
sobscorea suggest that differences between the direct and indirect 
types of writing assessment are caused, at least partially, by the 
differences in the number of identifiable procedures required by each 
method. 



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION AS A PREWRITING ACTIVITY: 
A NATURALISTIC INQUIRY Order No. DA84214J5 

Bamv, Francis Joseph. Ph.D. New York University, 1984. 208pp. ' 
Chairman: Professor John S. Mayher 

This study was a naturalistic inquiry into certain sociolinguistic 
and composing behaviors of fotir average ability twelfth graders as 
they engaged in prewntmg discussion and later performed written 
task*- -an essay and a story. 

The inquiry focused on three areas: discourse moves, social skills, 
and procedures for planning and developing the written work. The 
participants tape recorded their discussions and were videotaped as 
they performed the writing. Utterances were coded for discourse 
moves and social skills, and the videotapes provided nonverbal dats 
concerning physical activity and procedures during writing. At the 
conclusion of the double writing assignment, the researcher 
interviewed the participants individually to learn their understanding 
of their planning and developing procedures. 

The participants experienced greater difficulty structuring a 
unified and coherent discussion for the poetic assignment (story) than 
for the transactional (essay). Their social skills displayed a high 
degree of group awareness and acceptance of individual 
participation. 

No participant wrote an outline, and only one wrote notes. The 
planning and developing procedures followed a pattern in which each 
student formulated a theme or plot and then by a trial and error 
process of accretion, wrote, with pauses to reflect, re-read and plan. 

The participants m this study displayed an incomplete 
understanding of the composing process. The study concludes that 
prewnting discussion can be a useful social activity for stimulating 
invention and for relieving anxiety in studenti as they proceed 
through the various phases of composing. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF TWO WRITING PROCESS 
INTERVENTIONS ON THE RHETORICAL EFFECTIVENESS OF 
SIXTH GRADE WRITERS Order No. DA8*24028 

"Beachem, Michael T., So D Rutgers Un» rsity The State U. of N*w 
Jersey (New Brunswick). 1984. I43pp Chairperson: Maurie Hillacn 

Ttae problem of instructing students in ways that contribute to 
development in their rhetorical effectiveness in writing was the focus 
of this investigation. The effects of two writing process intervenUons, 
me New Jersey Writing Project (NJWP), and Sustained Student 
Summary Writing (SSSW). on students' rhetorical competencies in 
expressive and persuasive writing were examined. w ^ 

A quasi-experimental design (Borg & Gall, 1976), made up of on* 
comparison and two treatment groups (N s 128). was used in three 
schools with a population of sixth grade writers. The two treatment 
groups consisted of students exposed, in their respective schools, to 
the New Jersey Writing Project (NJWP) and Sustained Student 
Summary Writing (SSSW). Students in the comparison school 
received no formal exposure to a specificj*rrting intervention. Pre find 
post study samples of expressive and persuasive writing were 
collected ana evaluated by a group of readers using the Primary Trait 
Scoring (PTS) measure. An analysis of covanance, using the .05 
confidence lev^L was applied to the collected data. Schefffc 
procedures were used as a post hocjnalysfs. - 

Within the limitations of this Study, the following conclusion was 
formulated; Comparing the three groups, students in the New Jersey 
Writing Project (NJWP) scored signiflcantK higher on the expressive 
writing dimension, while students in the comparison group scored 
significantly higher on the persuasive writing dimension. The nuR 
hypothesis, which stated that no differences existed between the 
three groups on studenti 1 rhetorical competencies in expressive and 
persuasive writing, was partially rejected. Evidence was found in the 
New Jersey Writing Project fcfOup to support a developmental 
relationship between the writing intervention and students* abilities m 
expressive writing. Although data on the post hoc analysis was 
insufficient to justify conclusions concerning the relationship between 
the comparison group and students' competencies in persuasive 
writing, they did indicate the need for further investigation into tht* 
relationship. 



EFFECTS OF EVALUATION METHODS IN LEARNING 
TECHNICAL WRITING SKILLS Order No. D A842561 3 

Bridge. Thomas Gaylord, Ph.D. University of Missouri • Columbia, 
1984. 97pp. Supervisor. Dr. Franklin J. King 

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to ascertain the relative 
effects that three selected evaluation methods would have on 
student's level of achievement in Ir arnmg technical report wr.ting 
skills. The three methods utilized v.3re: (1) traditional teacher 
evaluation, (2) formal evaluation and (3) formal evaluation and 
computer aided evaluation. 

Method of Research. The students in the study were selected to 
repre ent the. population of industrial technology majors at Western 
Illinois University Data for the study were obtained by a posttest only 
measure of student achievement levels in learning technical report 
writing skills One group was the control group and received only the 
traditional teacher evaluation as feedback information for their 
technical reports The second group received a formal evaluation • 
instrument as feedback information The third group received 4 
combination of a formal evaiuanon instrument and a computer aided 
ftveiuairon analysis report as feedback The formal evaluation 
instrument was developed for this sturiy by a survey of professional 



technical writers and technical writing teachers The computer aided 
evaluation analysis was developed from me Generaf Motors STAR 
program with enhancements by integrating WordStar and SpellStar 
programs. The data were analyzed by a one way analysts of variance 
technique and an F-test to answer the research question which 
sought to ascertain rf differing levels of evaluation feedback 
information would significantly effect achievement learning of 
technical report writing skills among groups Additionally, a Schefte 
method of comparison was applied to ascertain any significant 
differences between comparison groups. 

Findings. The study revealed significant differences amor*; the 
groups m achievement levels. The F-value of 3 82 was attained and 
when compared to an F-value table at two and fifty-seven degrees erf i 
freedom, significant differences were found to exist. 

Conclusion. The following conclusion was drawn. Instructors may 
expect their students to achieve higher levels of technical report 
writing skills when they utilize a combination of a formal evaluation 
instrument and computer aioed evaluation as a part of the 
instructional procedure rather than when they receive only traditional 
teacher evaluation. 



THE RELATIONSHIP OF HOLISTIC AND OBJECTIVE 
MEASUREMENT OF TRANSCRIPTION AND COMPOSITION 
COMPONENTS IN WRITTEN LANGUAGE 

OrderNo. DA8421672 
Bayant, Brian Reid, Ph.D. The UnNorslty of Texas at Austin, 1984. 
166pp. Supervising Professor: J. Lee Wiederhort 

This study examined the relationships between holistic and 
objective measurement techniques when selected aspects of written 
language were evaluated. Specifically, subelements (i.e., ides 
generation, vocabulary, grammar, capitalization/puctuation, spelling, 
and legibility), components (transcription and composition), and total- 
performance in writing were selected for examination. One hundred 
eighty subject protocols, 30 each from grades 3 through B, were 
selected fro/n the standardization sample 6f the Test of Written 
. Language (Hammili and Larsen, 1083) for use in this study. Subtest 
scores were available on each protocol and represented performance 
based on an objective measure. Trained evaluate* examined the 
writing samples from the TOWL and their ratings on an analytic scale 
designed by the author performance based on a holistic measure. 

Correlational procedures were 'employed to determine the 
relationships which existeo between fcerformance scores on TOWL 
subtests and the corresponding holistic subelemcnt ratings of 
evaluators Results indicated that moderate relationships existed 
between the evaluation methods for ail wriltng suSelements. 

Correlation procedures were also used to examine the 
relationships which existed between composition scft^s when 
evaluated using objective and holistic measures, and trahsQription 
scores when evaluated using objective and holistic measured 
Resulting coefficients suggested that a moderate relationship existed . 
between evaluation methods when components of writing were 
measured 

Correlational procedures were again employed to examine the 
interrelationships which existed among objective test scores, 
analytic/holistic scores, and general impression/holistic stores when 
total writing performance was measured Results indicated the 
existance of strong interrelationships among evaluation measures 

Several analyses were conducted to determine if student 
classifications into one of four categories (h J gh composition/high 
transcription, high composition/low transcription. low 
composition/low transcription, or low compositio-i/low transcription) 
^ete affected by method of evaluation. Results indicated that 
*yrpemenf between placements baried on evaluation measures wm 



significantly greater than that wmch would be expected by chance 
These findings illustrate the value of both objective and holistic 
measures m evaluating student writing performance The implications 
for -general, remedial, and special ^ucat.on he chiefly m the empirical 
documentation of inclinations and verification of the relationships 
between objective and hototie rneasurpment techniques 



THi COMPOSING PROCESSES OF **UND WRITERS 

* OrderNo. DA8501437 

Bryant, Dcsorah GorortrM, Ph.D. North Texas Sfife University, 1964. 
222pp. 

An examination of th« composing processes of blind writers was 
conducted to determine the strategies used by these composers. Two 
ind'viduais blind from birth and two persons blinded later in Irte 
part jipated in the study. 

Using participant observation and stimulated recall, the researcher 
examined the composing processes of these subjects. Each 
individual participated irvfour writing sessions and used the compose- 
aloud technique .whereby the composer repeats orally any thoughts 
that occur during writing. In addition, an interview was conducted 
with each participant wh en provided a writing history, attitude toward 
writing, and composing strategies 

Results of the research indicated that blind writers use the seme 
basic processes of writing as reported for sighted writers. Blind 
writers in this study did not make written plans prior to writing and 
spent between one and four minutes in prewriting. Planning was an 
ongoing feature of the composing process. The writers In this study 
demonstrated the recursive feature of composing. Rescanning was a 
continual part of their composing sessions. Three of the subjects 
reported using rescanning for planning and edijing. One individual 
reported using rescanning for editing only. i 

Some differences were found in the blind writers as compered to 
the research on sighted composers. First, blind writers averaged 38 
rescansions per essay, while research on the sighted reported 
approximately six rescansions in each session. The difference In the 
number of rescansions between these two groups may be a result of 
the blind writer's need to locate position on the page or from t 
difference In short-term memory in the sighted and nonsighted 

Writers blind from birth demonstrated a difference in the ability to 
organize an essiy in the extensive mode. These composers made no 
global plans. Rather they allowed the writings to unfold as they wrote. 
This research would indicate that sight may have a role in composing 



THE EFFECTS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE AND AUDIENCE ON 
WRITING OrderNo. DA8428407 

Chesky, John Alan, Ed D -University of Kentucky, 1984. 136pp. 
Director; Dr. Elfrieda Hiebert 

This study examined the effects of low and high prior knowledge 
and peer and teacher audiences on students' writing. Eighty high 
school juniors wrote a letter to the editor. Half of the students wrote 
about a topic on which they had low prior knowledge ("tobacco price 
supports") and half wrote about a topic on which they had high prior 
knowledge ("the prob'em with teachers") Half of the students in each 
prior knowledge group wiote to their peers and the other hatf wrote to 
their teacher. 

Analyses of variance showed that the students in the high prior 



li »o- 1 WM;^' : Jt ...f, v. -red Significantly higher tnan studrntr, in low 
; * in kru'i/*:*' j -O on the measures of hohst-c scoring n«:siy 
< j n£th an«l r-)nt*-»! • '**tilinq statements Anal>s*so? poor knowledge 
"Meets ilui r\L t iMve.n ,i'>t'*»tK illy siynificinl ft'vjlls. however on the 
measures of tohvsion. rm?*n f unit iength, and errots Also analyses 
of audience effect and \h$ w. teraction effect did not show significant 
n>aan differences on any of th* writing measures 

in addition, analyses of prior knowledge effects revealed 
statistically significant results on three of the responses on the serf- 
report survey "involvement." "liking," and "ease " Again analyses o* 
audience effects and the interaction effect did not show significant 
differences on any of the involvement Survey responses 

The correlational analyses also demonstrated statistically 
significant relationships between the three prior knowledge measles 
(fluency, organization, and combination) and several of the writing 
and affect measures. 

In conclusion, students who wrote with a high level of prior 
knowledge wrote quantitatively more, qualitatively better, were more 
involved in their writing, liked their writing, and found the task of 
anting much easier than students who wrote %.ith a low level of poor 
knowlege. Students who wrote for their peers as an ungraded activity 
did not. however, produce better written products than students who 
wrote for their teacher as a graded activity 



THC TEACHING OF CREATIVE WRITING IN SELECTED 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, 1970-1000: ISSUES, 
ACTIVITIES, AND TRENDS Order No. DA85Q3639 

Cotton, Helen Donaiene Smith, Ph.D. Gecrg0 Pnabotiy College (or 
T$acher$ of Vanderbiit University, 198*. I02pp: Major Professor: 
Robert Whitman 

This study examines the issues, activities, and trends in teaching 
creative writing m American colleges and universities, 1970-1980. 
Information was obtained by reviewing articles, surveying a sample of 
114 tuachers, and examining forty-six course outlines. 

Chapter I presents the rationale and states the problem: to identify 
and record issues, activities, and trends in order to provide teachers 
and students with resources to supplement present information. 
Chapter I! review^ articles on the teaching of creative writing. Chapter 
HI presents an analysis of questionnaire responses. Chapter IV 
presents information from the course outlines. Chapter V examines 
(m firx}Jngs. 

\§on)a of the findings are: that the teachers are usually qualified 
writers who think of themselves as specialists; that courses are 
available for most students, that most teachers use many and varied 
methods, no tpxtbooks or few, that workshops, journals, and 
portfolios are popular that publication is not necessarily a goal, but 
that the nurturing cf the imagination and strengthening of writing 
skills are goals. 



THL EFFECT OF HIGH SCHOOL WRITING EXPERIENCES ON 
SCORES ON THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN ENGLISH 
PLACEMENT TEST Order No. DA8500669 

Coffdoj. John E . Ph D The University of Wisconsin - Madison. 1984 
205pp Supervisor Professor Joseph F Kauffman 

This study examined the relationship between high school writing 
experiences and scores on the Umversityof Wisconsin English 
Piar ement Test (UWEPT) Students' writing in English and non- 
Fngiah Department counts was analyzed to determine rl those with 
more mntrtic t.un m c omposition and inclosed frequency of willing 



opportunities scored highw <;>n UWEP1 than those wh:j did not'have 
similar experiences 

Information on high school writing was obtained by interviewing 65 
randomly selected fresnrr» n in the College of i etters and Science at 
UW-Madison. A questionnaire was develops, asking students to 
describe writing experiences, including number of composition 
courses completed, and the frequency of wi itmg and use of # revi3»on 
and prewntmg activities in English and non-English Department ^ 
courses. Qtr>er independent variables analyzed were high school 
rank, number of academic units, number of units of English, and serf- 
assessment of writing skills compared to high school and college ' 
peeip. Data on socioeconomic status were collected to determine its 
affect of UWEPT score 

A multiple regression analysis, using UWEPT as the dependent 
variable, and Pearson correlations were used to measure the 
association between UWEPT score and the variables d'jscnbmq high 
• school writing. 

None of the variables used in the multiple regression predicted 
UWEPT ^core Significant correlations were found between UWEPT 
SMjore and academic units, ran^ t composition courses completed, use 
of self-revision m composite dfcvrses. and self -assessment of writing 
skills compared to high school and college peers. Variables 
developed to measure frequency of writing and us^ of revision in 
literature and non-Enghsh Department courses showed no significant 
correlation with UWEPT score. 

The findings confirm that instruction in composition is essent'il in 
developing good writing. The data suggest that UWEPT does not 
detect important differences in students* high school 'writing 
experiences and does not measure comprehensively students' writing 
abilities. Student responses indicate that they are not writing 
frequently in high school and using good writing techniques such m 
revision or rewriting activities. 

Based on the findings, recommendations to develop a more 
comprehensive English placement test and to foster incretked and 
better instruction in composition wee presented. 



A STUDY OF THE WORD PROCESSOR AND COMPOSING: 
CHANGES IN ATTITUDE AND REVISION PRACTICES OF 
INEXPERIENCED STUDENT WRITERS IN A COLLEGE 
COMPOSITION CLASS Order No. DA8423553 

Ehwlich, Dune Bcrgcr, Ph.D. The University of /owa. 1984. 259pp. 
Supervisor: Associate Professor John W. Conner 

This study explored the effects of the computer as a word 
processor upon the composing process of student writers enrolled in 
a Composition course at Kirkwood Community College. A case c»tudy 
methodology was selected so as to observe the use of this technology 
m an instructional setting to answer several questions (1) Is there a 
change m student attitude in regard to writing? {2} Are there changes 
in the amount and types of revisions that occur because students are 
u ang the word processor 0 (3) How can the word processor best be 
used for the teaching of writing 0 

Student attitude was observed through the use of student journal*, 
writing profiles, attitude surveys, and direct observation Students 
y>ho used the word processor showed a definite improvement in their 
attitude towards writing and became more confident writers becau**/ 
of the ease of editing. 

Six essays were analyzed according to a matrix whjcii tabulated 
the operations of addition deletion, substitution, and reordering, 
■ hm.s operations were divided into domains of punctuation, word, 
phrase/clause, sentence, and meaning chunk Whereas most 
students revising handwritten copies tend to make surface level 
revisions, these student* [ \o used the <vord processor expanded 
their operations to rev.se more holistically, reordering as well as 
addmg. substituting, and deleting 

group of students «vno continued to usfi tha word processor 
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aftetjhey had revised the required tfuee assignment* wrote longer 
essays, revised more frequently, and exhibited a more positive 
attitude towards writing Their additions experience allowed thern to 
compose with the word processor without an interrupt^ m the flow 
of their thoughts while they were wi ting. 

Because the majority of the students working with the word 
processor began to see writing as a recursive process rather than a 
stsp-bystip procedure involving discrete stages, this seems a natural 
focus for teachers of writing. The word processor might best be used 
for teaching the recursive process, concentrating student attention 
upon revising rather than upon recopying. 



USING A LEARNING STYLES APPROACH TO TEACHING 
COMPOSITION Order NO. DA8422164 

Fasun, Mihiam Gannon. A 0 Tn# Uniwsity of Wchigin^SQA. • 
262pp. Chairman. Richarc w Bailey 

After •xaminmg the concept o1 learning styles and asserting their 
importance m the college classroom, the dissertation explores ways 
information about individual styles cm be used in teaching wnnng. it 
investigates the hypothesis that helping student* identify and develop 
their individual styles and adopt new strategies will result in better 
writing and improved attitudes about writing. The hypothesis was 
tested using two remedial composition classes, one of which was 
taught from a learning styles perspective while the other served as a 
comparison class. The conduct of the learning styles class involved 
three steps 0) identification of students' individual learning styles m 
terms of field dependence/independence, sensorimotor preference, 
and Nlvel-of -processing; (2) instruction designed to develop the 
preferred style, and, (3) learning about and employing alternate 
strategies The indicators used to measure outcomes were 
performance in writing impromptu essays, the amount of improvement 
in writing, and changes in attitude from banning to end of semester. 
Outside readers evaluated the essays as to unity, coherence, 
adequate development, and accuracy. Attitude changes were 
measured by means of an objective Attitude Survey. Twenty-six 
students began each class. Results were mixed. Fourteen (of 17) 
comparison students wrote final essays judged competent while 12 
(of 20) learning styles students did SO. Improvement was shown by 
twelve comparison and eleven learning styles students. Changes m 
attnud* were all favorable in the learning styles class. Two changes 
in the comparison class were favorab*; Ail others were unfavorable. 
Three factors may have influenced the outcome of the impromptu 
writing scores: (1) six low readers: (10.0 or below) completed the 
learning styles class whereas none completed the comparison class; 
(2) the comparison instructor added a familiar topic to those intended 
for the final essay, and. (3) the learning styles instructor did not 
emphasize the "three reasons" pattern of organization sufficiently. 



A sample of 74 children was drawn from tour kindergarten classes, 
two at a university laboratory school and two at a public school. 
Parents of children in the treatment group participated in a parent 
workshop and received a booklet which. introduced the concept of 
writing with young children, the importance of writing, and the 
interrelationship between writing and reading. During the ten-week 
treatment period parents and children wrote together at home several 
*.mes each week The home writing samples were brought to school 
for sharing time with other children in the treatment group. 

Data were analyzed by analysis of covariance, using the C v>capfa 
about Print test as the covanate. Thi9 procedure was conducted tor 
each of the five dependent variables: Concepts about Print posttest . 
writing fluency, and three writing achievement samples. The 
treatment group was found to be significantly higher on the Concaptt 
about Print test, writing flu^n^y, and the first posttest of writing 
achievement. There were significant gender differences on any of 
the measures. 

Data from parent response sheets ii >dicatad that these ehiktapn 
wrote notes, letters, and lists more than other types of writing. They 
wrote with their mothers or alone more often than with other" family 
members. 

The findings of this study suggest that a flexible home composing 
curriculum, combined with the sharing of writing at achoof can have 
an impact on reading readiness, the number of words children can 
write, and possibly writing ability. 



PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE COMPOSING PROCESSES 
OF KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN Orde r No. DA34292 1 7 

GRfttN. Constance Putm. Ph D. The University of Florida. 1984. 
i92pp. Chairperson Linda Leonard Lamme 

This/jtndy investigated the mpact of a home composing 
curriculum on kindergarten children's concepts about print (a 
rr- sure of reading readiness), writing fluency (the number of wo'ds 
rrvl ran write), and writing achievement. In addition, the study 
,hs ifd gander differences on the above measures, types of 
*ritw.g done by children at home, and family members with whom 
•-.hilrjr:?n ,viote. 



A COMPARISON OF TWO APPROACHES TO USING 
WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM Order No. DA8421 1 1 7 
Hahwahan, Caivin MacClarey, Ed.D. University of Geory/a, 1984. 
96pp. Director: Or. Carol J. Fisher 

Because of recent emphasis upon the process of writing, rather 
than th product of writing, educators see writing not only as a means 
of communicating knowledge, but also as a part of the acquisition of 
knowledge. What is not yet clear is whether writing about a discipline 
other than English should be an integratpart of the English 
composition class, dual subject approach, or whether writing about a 
discipline should be conducted within the discipline, single subject 
approach (Kinneavy, 1983). Over a two-year period, writing samples, 
writing attitude surveys, and final grades in a history class were 
coSected to detern;ne which of the two approaches to writing about 
and within a discipline are effective in improving Quality of writing, 
changing attitude toward writing, and enhancing learning. One group 
had a dual class program in which World Civilization content served 
atfthe reading content for the English class, and the students 1 writing 
assignments were about'the World Civilization content. A second 
group had a singie class program in which the content and writing 
assignments m the English cla* were the same as in all of the English 
classes at the college. The World Civilization class was the same for 
both groups, the students wrote more within the discipline under the 
direction of a professor who had received training at two writing 
across the curriculum workshops. The English professor received the 
same training. Pre«wnting and post-writing samples and pre-writing 
attitude and post-writing attitude surveys were taken from each group 
as well as final exam grades in the World Civilization courses. The 
writing samples find attitude surveys were scored, r nd t-tests were 
used to determine differences between pre* and pc ;t -writing samples 
and pre* and post-attitude surveys. Pearson produc -moment 
correlations were used to determine relationships between post* 
writing samples and post-attitude surveys and between pfost-wnting 
samples and final World Civilization grades. 

There were no significant differences in the pre-writing and post- 
writing samples of both the dual subject group and the single subject 
group There were significant differences in the pre-wr'ftng attitude 
and post writing attitude surveys of the dual subject group, but there 
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wer no significant differences in the prewriting attitude and post- 
*nting attitude surveys of the single subject group There was no 
significant correction bet«veen pout- writing samples and post-writing 
attitude surveys for both.groups, and there wat no significant 
correlation between post writing simplis and final axam grades in 
World Civilization lor both group* 



THE EFFECTS OF IMPLEMENTING HOCESS WRITING INTO 
A SEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH CUR JICULUM 

Order No. DA8425249 
Havis. Barbara L . Eo.D. Dolt a Stat* Uniw&ity. 1984. 114pp. " 

The study examined the effefcJs'bf a nine-week process writing unit 
upon seventh grade students >n two English classes. It also observed 
changes in the curriculum of the school's other seventh grade English 
classes. 

Subjects (N * 139) were 12 and 13-year-old students in a junior 
high school's six English classes. Two classes (N * 42) became the 
study's treatment group exposed to a nine-week process writing unit. 
The other four English classes (N ■ 9?) were observed for changes in 
the usual classroom procedures as a result of English faculty share 
sessions. 

The Language Expression and Language Mechanics subtests of 
the California Achievement Tests wt*re administered as pretests and 
posttests to measure changes m the treatment group's language! v 
ability. Pretest and posttest writing samples from all subject* 
indicated changes in the writing ability of both gcoups. A follow-up 
questionnaire and an interaction analysis provided data on the effects 
of the faculty share sessions. 

The findings led to the conclusion that a process writing unit in 
nine weeks did not improve language ability skills of the treatment 
group but did allow the students to maintain these skills. Seventh 
grade students may need more practice of skills, also, to improve their 
writing ability when writing is holistically rated The range of writing 
ability ^s measured by the study's analytic scale may have been 
insufficient. Time constraints may have affected the rating procedure. 
Finally, with encouragement, teachers in the study may introduce the 
process approach into the school's English curriculum. Also, students 
in the treatment group perceived writing tor be enjoyable. 

Three curriculum recommendations came from the findings. fn> 
school's principal might encourage the English teachers to continue 
the share sessions, to become change agents, and to be trained in 
holistic scoring. 

Several recommendations for further research were made. This 
study should be replicated, uaing a longer time period, pater trainina 
and rating procedures using time as a variable jhould be investigated. 
Comparisons between university and secondary writing instructors as 
raters should be made. Procedures should be investigated by which 
secondary English -eachers can become more effective change 
agents. * 



AN EXPER.MENTAL STUDY OF ^CE^ 
A MEANS OF IMPROVING SYNTACTIC MATURITY, WRITING 
DUALITY AND GRAMMATICAL FLUENCY IN THE ' 
^MPO,.™ 0F REMEDIAL H,OH , 

Hates Ika.EdD Columbia Untortity UtehM CoW#9». 1984. 
135PP Sponsor Professor Lucy McCornmck Calk.ns 

Th.i experiment tested three related hypotheses-whetbw 

'Z { Z? I ZSSi Sons, ciassen Ninety remedial tfudonui 
X a ndum! T^n* to one of four classes, two ol ^ch 
irlrinim B'ouP) ^e.ved twenty** lessons ,n sentence 



combining in one semester, while the other tvo (control group) had 
none Each of two teachers taught an expe* imentai und control class 

Data on six factors of syntactic maturity and three factors of 
grammatical fluency (run-ons, fragments, verb inflection errors) were 
collected and analyzed for sigriTTicance at the 05 level from narrative 
compositions students wrote as pre and post tests To compare 
anting quality of the two groups, a system of forced choices between 
matched pairs of post test compositions was used. 

Results showed thM. when compared to the control group, 
sentence combiners experienced significant growth on two of six 
♦actors of syntactic maturty and approached significant growth on 
two others. One teacher was mora successful than the other with her 
sentence combining group, The comparison of writing quality favored 
neither group One teacher, however, was more successful wit* the 
control group, the other wrth the experimental group. The study thus 

"Wests that teacher personality, rather than a particular pedagogy, 
may account for some effectiveness in teaching writing skills. In 
aaaessing grammatical fluency, differences between groups weft 
insignificant in number of run-ons and verb errors. The experimental 
group wrote significantly fewer fragments, but incidence of error here 
was minute to begin with. * 
One explanation of the results is that eleventh grade basic writers 
are part of a syndrome of failure. Sentence combining instruction may 
be somewhat successful in altering their syntactic behavior, However 
s ™ d Y. wh *n compared to conventional methods, it was not ' 
superior in improving writing quality. Both methods were ineffective in 
teaching error reduction. One speculate? whether twenty-six lessons 
*i one semester is enough with any method for such writers to gain 
control over sentences, r*Juce error, and improve writing quriity 



WRITING IN A SCIENCE CLASS: A CASE STUDY OF THE 
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN WRITING AND LEARNING 

Order No, DA 84 2 144* 
Hmv.Maav K.,Pm.D. New York Un/vers/n/, 1984. 275pp, 
Chairperson: Professor Gordon Pradl 

In the field of written composition there is general agreement ihat 
the act of writing is a powerful means ctf learning for the writer. 
Recently there has been interest in increasing the use of writing m 
school subjects across the curriculum, Current research in this stm 
emphasizes the need for increased writing both as an aid to students* 
understanding of a subject ard to their development as writers. 

This study explored the a mictions between utudent writing and 
learning in a seventh grade biology class (nd documented the 
teacher's attempts to both introduce new types of writing assignments 
in her class and to treat this writing in ways more congruent with her 
Orowing understanding of her own writing processes. 

The findings show that the teacher assigned writing almost every 
day, both for completion in sod for homework. But only rarely 
did the students use these writing assignments to make personal 
connections with new subject matter, to reconstruct it using their own 
language, or to raise speculative questions about the material, 
Possible reasons for this finding include the teacher's conflicting 
goals for her students' learning of scjence, her uncertain 
understanding of the role written language played in this learning, 
and her inconsistent instruction for and follow-up to the wnting 
assignments she made. This latter inconsistency was found during al 
the stages of the writing assignment cycle. describ'M in this study as 
#JI the events associated with a writing assignment, from the teacher's 
introduction and its reception by the students, to the teacher's follow- 
up to the students' work via oral or written comments, and her further 
instructions. 

This study revealed a basic disjunction between the teacher's 
desire to introduce new writing assignments to aid her students' 
learning and hr r practical knowledge nf Y ow to mtroowce and follow- 
up such assignments effectively with her students 

The results of the study also yielded u iphcations for the usa of 
writing in science classes, m preservice ; >d mserviee courses for 
sconce teachers, and m possible directu n$ for future research into 
tne connections between writing and tear >ng m subject area 
classrooms 
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AN EXPERIMENT At SUJDV OF THE EFFECTS OF 
INDEPENDENT WRITING TIME AND EXPOSURE TO A 
WRITING ROLE MODEL ON SELECTED KINDERGARTEN 
CHILDREN Order No. DA842348S 

HotMts. Julia Goolsby En 0 Tn& university of Alabama, 1904 
v?8pp 

This study was conducted to determine there was any significant 
difference in the gain scores related to (a) concepts about print, 
(b) writing vocabulary, and (c) pre-reading performance among three 
groups of selected Kindergarten children-an experiments 1 group 
receiving opportunities tor independent writing and exposure to a 
writing rote model m the school environment, an experimental group 
receiving opportunities for independent writing without a writing role 
mortal and a control group receiving no specific treatment Subjects 
were placed randomly into one of three research groups to assure H 
subjects m each group Experimental Group 1 was provided with 
independent writing time and exposure to ft writing rol$ model 
Tx(jer i menial Group 2 was provided with independent writing time, 
bo without tne writing roie model The Control Group was provided 
with writing skill sheets Tn* treatment was provided for 20 minutes. 3 
aays a we^ for ^he £>weex duration erf the study. 

The data revealed a significant drtferences between the 
experimental groups and the control group with respect to gams in 
concepts about print There was a significant difference between 
Experimental Group 1 and the other two groups with respect to game 
m wntmg vocabulary Non significant differences were found between 
the three groups with respect to gams in preraading skills. 

The .dings of this study suggested that independent writing time 
had pof.- ve effects on children's acquisition of concepts about 
nfintetf .anguage It also suggested that indeoenc^nt writing time wit* 
exposure to a writing role model m the school environment had 
poait?' e effects on children's writing vocabulary performance. 
Howfver independent writing time, with or without a writing role 
model, did not significantly affect the prereadmg skills as determined 
by The Metropolitan Readiness Teats. 

Implications are that children come to school with a wealth of 
knowledge about print that could be applied to fo r mal instruction in 
reading and writing. More research is needed to clarrfy the role o* 
independent writing time in the school curriculum. AJeo, the effects erf 
a writing role model at different grade levels need to be determined. 



LITERATURE A$ EQUIPMENT FOR WRITING: 
APPLICATIONS OF KENNETH BURKE'S DRAMATISM TO 
THE TEACHING OF COMPOSITION Order No. DA8422849 
Jacoti. Martin Jamm. PmD University of OrtQon, 1^4 168pp. 
Adviser John T Gage 

Effective writing exhibits the intention of the author fitted to the 
needs, desires, interests, knowledge, expenence-what Kenneth 
Burke calls the ori.,ntaiion- of tne reaber To achieve triis fit. authors 
must consider topics from the perspectives of their audiences. 
Students who can do this ire termad "relativists" by William G. Perry, 
and their cognitive acts demonstrate what Jean Piaget terms "formal 
operational thinking 

3urke. Perry, and Piaget believe that as human beings mature 
physically, intellectually, and ethically, they become able to develop 
the skills required for rhetoric^' fluency Research on cognitive 
development shows that while college freshmen are capable of such 
skills, very few have developed them Thus, instructors of freshmen 
composition teach an art requiring fcrmal operational thinking and 
rQiat'vism to concrete di-ahstsj. 

Thm study explores the usefulness of Burke's dramat^f> for 
improving rhfitoncal fluency, and offara soma applications of hrs 



theory to a methodology and ft method »or teaching siting : he f.m 
rwo cnapters describe tha development and eff«-\ts of mi^ntdiiond. 
and end by discussing how trie 'technological p-jychosis" Buiha 3 
term for the socioeconomic Zoitgaist that has shaped the modem 
age--has led to instruction m composition that neglects cogmuve 
development. 

The last oart of this Study shows how Sufke s dramatisrn can 
•mprove instruction in composition His philosopn, assumes the 
relativity of all orientations, considers the ramifications of this 
relativity, and offers a system for bridging orientations and thereby 
communicating Applied to composition, dramatism would use literary 
works that that expose students to alternative, powerful perspectives, 
m order to introduce the disequ Jibnum which induces cognitive 
development By means of dramatic analyses, students gain 
experience in analyzing and urderstandmg other perspectives so that 
they become able, vhen writing, to respond to the orientations,, of their 
audiences and thereby to discover and expand shared beliefs. 



PERSUASIVE WRITING: ROLE OF W«ST*R5' VERBAL 
ABILITY AND WRITING ANXIETY WHEN WORKING UNDER 
TIME CONSTRAINTS Order No. DA8427549 

K^n, Donald Kent, Pm D. university of Geo/g/a, ^984 84pp. 
Director- Shawn M. Glynn 

The persuasive writing skills of undergraduate students were 
examined. The students were asked to produce persuasive letters to 
convince a school board to accept either a pro or con stand on 
choral pynishment in the cla^oom. In Experiment 1 
were limited in the amount of time they had to produce he letters In 
Experiment 2. the students had an unlimited amount of time to 
produce their letters. In both experiments, the students' Scholastic. 
Aptitude Test verbal ability scores were positively correlated with 
holistic ratings of quality, and negatively correlated with their wnoo« 
anxiety and mechanics errors. Taken together, the findings '<^* ? « 
that verbal ability facilitates persuasive writing performance. wturt 
writing anxiety inhibits it. the findings also provided some support for 
the notion that verbal ability largely determines writing anxiety 

Finally the findings suggested that the availability of additkK* 
writing time does not necassarlry lead to fewer mechanics errors or . 
greater production of original arguments. 



APPARENT REGRESSION IN STUDENT WRITING 
PERFORMANCE AS k FUNCTION OF UNRECOGNIZED 
CHANGES IN TASK COMPLEXITY Order No. DA642 ?QQ7 
KfflCH. Catharin* Lucas. Ph.D. University of California. Berhotoy, 
1984. 396pp. 

The study addresses the problem of unexpected drop?i m scores 
en sequences of essay tests, identifying aomt, cases of apparent 
egression in performance level as a function of unevaluated changes 
m the writing task: as some students attempt more m writing, they lose 
control of rhetorical niceties traditionally rewarded by readers, or they 
mix methods or text construction proper to different kinds of teat* 
which they h*ve not yet fully differentiated, causing perfotmcftte 
scores to drop. A new method of classifying discount types is 
presented which allows more precise linguistic and il etonral 



\ '.mp'i .n of *.hat stud< -f^ -to differently f, <j<« one anting ocr. asion 
n, tnj n«xt, and whn h itmi-.j j possible a set of testable hypothecs 
.iuo< th$ effects on performance scoum of changes »n task cons* u.\i 
fhc nc discourse typology 19 compo r d to existing discourse 
classifying systems and iMus'iated by references to published es:^y^ 
und samples of student texts In addition, a longitudinal sample of 
student essays from the high school years is analyzed and three casfl 
studies are pre-jented *nich ,,How how ir'/e.i^ in text awareness 
w'f/i/n a text type (s»ch a3 negation) appear '-suit m impioved 
scores * c the student moves from novce to exp. 1 i status, *hile t \ 
Sv^itCi\ to a n%# text type (as from narration to exposition) nay result 
m drops m scores as students attempt to use composing skills 
different in kind from '..>",f! formerly mastered The study outlines a 
development^ hierarchy ,s compatible with current theories of 
cognitive development aiU* suggests ne\, applications of those 
theories to wntinq, especially during ttie onset and consolidation of 
"formal operations ' implications for evaluating and teaching writing 
ar?> discussed 



\ CHANCE MEN! Of MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS' WRITTEN 
PRODUCTION THROUGH THF M £ OF WORD PROCESSING 

OrderNo. DA8427887 
Kofwjo. Jeffcry L . Ph D Kansas State Iw.-vers/fy, 1984. lOOpp 

This study examined iQ possibility the use of a word processor 
would significantly enha: ce the quality of students' written 
production From a volur 'eer sample of middle-school students, forty 
subjects were randomly selected actually to participate Those forty 
•*tr« randomly assigned to either treatment or a control group and, 
under ecch condition, to e.ther a power or a time constrained group. 
Treatment group subjects were trained m the se of a microcomputer 
word proo r .sor and produced a creative writ., j sample after training. 
Control suu,ects produced a freehand creati *e writing sample vhich 
*$m transformed to the .vord processor exactly as hand wntten. The 
fudents' writings were scored blind by an independent professional 
• stmg cbrporation. proving two separate scores, one for 
mechanics, another for usage. In addition, jubiet-.s were timed for 
completion and revtsior and completed semanti- differerhal attitude 
surveys on the constructs writing', word processing', and 
computers' 

Pour two dimensional multivai.ate analyses of variance were 
utilized tu examine ditfeiences among and across the four groups on 
the seven dependent measures Univariate analyses of variance wer© 
un m the presence of significant multivariate effects and the Tukey 
Honestly Significant Difference technique was used to explore 
significant interactions 

Significantly more positive attitudes toward the constructs 'writing' 
<md computers* were reported by control group sublets While no 
differences were 'ound or. time for completion, treatment sublets 

spent significantly more t»m4 m the revision of tneir work. Treatment 
subjects »v *e ' ated as having performed significantly better than 
. ontrol subjects on both mechanics and usay* No significant effects 

thopu/.er versus time c constrained conditions were found 
. ompar.ny the groups uMny attitude and performance scares 
-itnujltancr uol) provided t-^ntly the same conclusions OS had thfl 
\\t imary anflk S£S 

The l.vgel* une-pPMed results oJ the attitude ratings were 
piplaiiH-il a -jn w uM y of the timing of administration of the s ;»les 
[hat tre.ttmc't snhitf'.ls chd not spend significantly more time in 
■ i.mpie'Ir.ri ,;o '. unti ai y to initial expectations but apparently 
...hie. using microcomputer .void pmerssinfl do afjenrt more lirmi 

i'. ..gtK'ir do in 'M t I imdw p snpCfuv pi OfliK t^n 

j., ' ; . " r -inn % unrig? 



INFINITE CONVERSATION: * SOCIAL PERSPECTIVE ON 
RHETORICAL INVENTION Order No. DA8420526 

UPtev«H> Karen Buhke. I : 'h Rtinssoiaur Polytechnic nsf/fufe, 1984. 
419Ph> 

Since the nineteenth century, rhetorical invention has been 
portrayed in America as .dicall> individualistic The "Platonic" v jw 
ot invention that prevails in composition inecry and s dagogy sees 
truth as accessible by ourely individual efforts As in Plato's story of 
tfw noul that unfolds its wings when reminded of the ideal reality It 
once beheld, this view holds that invention is tha recovery and 
expression of an individual's latent ideas, inner vece, or innate 
cognitive structures. 

White this Platonic view encourages sert expression and reassure* 
writers of their r esource- 'itfotn, it presents an incomplete picture of 
invention. This study argutt*thwt invention t$ best understood as ft 
sotf 4 ,n w hich an individual who is at toe same time a social being 
Interacts dialectically with society and culture in a distinctive way to 
create somethm ■ new Invention is seen as a rhetorical act involving 
sp*|ftung and w mg M times involving rrce than one person, 
beginnuig with a writer and ending with a ro&der, and extending over 
time through a series of transaction and tc is. 

invention is social in many ways. One 'm« ents with language that it 
socially created and shared. Invention often occus through an 
internal dialogue with an imagined other, in a socially learned 
process. Invention 13 enahled by an internal social construct of 
•udience. which supplies premises and structures of beliefs that 
qui: ^ the writer. Writers invulve other people as collaborators, or aa 
editors whose comments aid invention, or as "resonators" who 
nourish the development of ideas. To create discourses such a* 
contra^ ts, treaties, and business proposals, two or morn writers mutt 
invent tngether. Finally, invention is powerfully influenced by soc<4l 
coilectivos. such ar nstitutidns. bureaucrac>es, and government*, 
[ht ^ansrr.it expet ationa and prohibitory encouraging certain 
ideas and discouraging others. 

The study discusses the implications of vowing invention aa € 
social act and concludes that composition theory and pedagogy 
gftcuM be revised to iako into ccourrt the social relationships that ^re 
9 n^ sasary foundatton for rht xlcarf invention. 



TEACHING ENGLISH COMPOSITION H) DEVELOPMEN 1 AL 
STUDENTS AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL; A FREE 
WRITING/LANGUAGE STUDY APPROACH VERSUS A 
STRUCTURED WR'TlNG/LANGU AGE STUDY APPROACH 

• Order No. DA8428129 
Lbvis, Ruby Mae, Ph D Kansas State University, 1984. 135pp. 

The purpose d this study was to determrne if a free 
writing/language study approach was more effective in teaching 
developmental students English composition as compared to a 
traditional structured writing/language study approach. Two intact 
experimental groups were used in this study,' Group 1 serving aa a 
treMmerw group and Group 7 as a comparison group. Group 1 (22 
subjects) wfij exposrd to the free writing/language study apptoach; 
Groyp 2 (30 subjects) was exposed to the structured 
writing/language study approach The population was comprised of 
f »r«3t yeat and second-year students enrolled m the Developmental 
>ghsn Program m Grambling State University during the 1983 Fall 
'^omester 

Writing samples were used as a measure of student writing 
performance Ten compositions, inclusive ol a pretest and postteot. 
A^re evaluated to dele" nine the effects of tN* free writing and 
structurfd writing u*" nents A holistic method of evaluation was 
pi"ployf?(f in the y mo of individual compositions I m h { omp ( ^;ition 
a sr. liHPd tnr im fj^n quai'iy using a / (iowi.'st <u,aiitY) through f> 
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<h»rjh«si quahi/) scale Evaluations were baseo on the foiiownq 
cr.lena (Cooper and Otiell. 1977) realisation (the extent to wh n the 
*ntu g directly reflects the wnter'S Own experience), comprei", .ision, 
organization, density of inton ■ ition, and control of written language 

Scores »or the pretest and ail other experimental composi f, ons 
weie analyzed by means of the t test for two independent samples 
The i -test and posttest scores were compared by m jans of the one- 
way . iaiysis of vanance technique. 

The hypothesis tested was that of no r jnificant difference in the 
qualit- of the w. iting performance of developmental studentsJaught 
English composition using a free writing/language study approach as 
compared to developmental stud< nts taught using a traditional 
structured writing/language study approach Based upon the results 
erf the data collected m this study, the null hypothesis w&s retained at 
the 0 05 significance level The free writing/language study approach 
and the structured writing/language study approach to teaching 
English composition appeared to be statistically equal in their effects 
on the writing performance erf developmental students, with respect to 
the time element considered m administering the two treatments. 



LEARNING, TEACHING, AND WRITING: A WORKSHOP 
USING TANSPARCNCIES Order No. DA$424«61 

Ioutm, Ricmaho HiNHY , Pt D Unlyratty of Virginia, 19*3. 308pp. 

Part One "learning, Teaching, and Writing," concerns the 
' relationship between learning theory and approaches to teaching 
anting. Tims discourse examines theory^ learning and writing, 
txprforea traditional techniques and iecent alternatives, and proposes 
a new technique, based on the principle of active learning, for 
teaching writing to large classes. Educators suggest that because 
learning is a process requiring imtiathe, contradiction, and 
experiment, the teacher serves best as a "facilitator '\yyKo, without 
forfeiting his traditional authority, maintains an atmosphere of inquiry 
and interaction. Also, researches m writing describe writing as an 
active process of communication <±t id ijtfpiy that composition is beat 
learned through active engagement in the process-through 
discovery, dialogue, and experiment n ■ the classroom. Traditional 
"receptive" methods of instruction and recent "active" alternatives, 
despite their strengths, often prove ineffective in large writing classes. 
A modified workshop using the whole class, students' writing, and 
tranap*rencies is demonstrated to be both theoretically sound and 
practio r teaching writing to classes of twenty or more students. 

Part * o "Faulkner's Sanctuaries," concerns Faulkner's ironic 
use of sanctuaries in seven novels. Most of Faulkner's characlers 
seek and .»nd sanctuary, but few find unambiguous havens. The 
majority of his character*; discover double-natured sanctuaries- 
shelters both ordered and chaotic which provide refuge yet imprison. 
Bayard Sartorrs. the Compsons, the Bundrens, Horace Benbow, Joe 
Chnstm >, Thomas Sutpen. and ike McCasIm are primary e*nmpies. 
Faulkner's depiction of these c.haiactersand their sanctuaries 
demonstrates the «rony of his vision. 



RtL/MlONSHIPS BMW H IMPLF 1ENTATION LEVELS AND 
SFUCTED FACTORS OF CONCERN AND COMPONENT USE 
OF IMi't f.MENTERS OF A DISTRICT- DEVELOPED 
COMPOSITION CURRICULUM Order No. DA8503433 

1 vNf5 r », Ruth Ann Finkle, Ph D Tha U f > ; vQ s/fy of Nebraska • Lincoln, 
v\M 14ipp Advisers Ffwm H Golden 1 . inn, Clarice M Ramsey 

The study measured iumor and seme high teachers' use of and 
f nru.rtmi about n district developed composition curriculum T#o 
n» j f v ?yr, *vorr administered dunng on<» month to 91 junior and «K>nior 
•nyi- trot I - of r ^mpoMtion Both survey wern based on the 
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'Concerns- Based Adoption Model (CBAM) of the Research and 
Development Center for Teacher Education at the University of Texas 
at Austin On a Program Use Checklist, teachers reported their use of, 
tweive curriculum components, on a Concerns Questionnaire they 
reported their attitudes tpward the curriculum. 

For data analysis subjects were divided by their Program Use 
Checklist scores into groups of (a) low and high implementers, 
(b) junior and senior high low implementers, and (c) junior and 
senior high high implementers Concerns Questionnaire score* were 
aggreqated into seven stages, awareness, informational, personal, 
man* jment, consequence, collaboration, and refocusing. Use of a 
repeated measures analysis of variance and a Kruskal-Wallis one-way 
analysis of variance produced six findings: (1) There is significant 
interaction between implerr station level (secondary low or high) and 
concarns about the curriculum. (2) There is no significant interaction 
between low Implementers at school levels Gunior or senior high) and 
concerns about the curriculum. (3) There is no significant interaction 
between high implementers at school levels (junior or senior high) 
and concerns about the curriculum. (4) There is a significant 
difference between seconc' try low and high implementers in ut- nf 
curriculum components. (5) There is a significant difference between 
junior and senu. high low implementers in use of curriculum 
components. (6) There is a significant difference between junior and 
senior high high implementers in use of curriculum components. 

Study datf have strong implications of inservice planning. These 
include: (a) junior and senior high curriculum inservire need not be 
differentiated, (b) consequence and refocusing concerns have first 
priority for attention, and ic) curriculum components noed to be 
identified and ration*!* for use of each provided. 



AN EXAMINATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 
MARSHALL WRITIN WORKSHOP APPROACH IN TEACHING 
WRITING Order r , DA8425045 

McClaran, Nancy Lou Eubanks, Eo.D East Texas State* Un/vtrstfy, 
1964. 224pp. Adviser: M. B. Nelson 

Purposes oi th* Study, The purposes of the study were to 
determine whether or not gains made by Marshall Writing Workshop 
students were greater over a one-year period than those made by 
comparable students in a traditional writing program and to determine 
whether or not the Marshall Writing Workshop was of compare*** 
benefit to three different tenth grade ability groups-honors, regular, 
and basic. 

Procedure. Sub'^.ts were a random sample of students in grades 
seven through ten v - ;ere enrolled in two East Texas school 
districts in 1982-83 otudents were matched for sex, race, and English 
grade point average. Beginning-of-year writing samples and end-o<- 
year writing samples were scored by the Diederich Analytic Scale, 
Using the t test for correlated groups, two-tailed, with significance at 
the .05 level, a comparison of pretest scores, posttest scores, and 
gain scores was made. 

Findings. Findings of the study include the following three 
categories: (1) Pretest Essays-Marshall Writing Workshop students' 
scores were significantly lower than those of students in a traditional 
program in grades seven, eight, and ten basic; there were no 
significant differences in grades nine, ten advanced, and ten regular 

(2) Posttest Essays-Marshall Writing Workshop students' mean 
score was significantly higher for grade ten, advanced and regular. 

(3) Mean Gam^ Marshall Writing Workshop students' mean gain 
scores were significantly higher in five out of the six groups in the 
stu.iy-grades seve r- Sght, nine, ten advanced, ana ten regular- 
pxc^pting only the leu- 1 grade basic group. 

Conclusions. (1) Th<, Marshall Writing Workshop program 
produced significantly h.ghe' mms m general merit for all groups 
except the tenth grade basic Jenrs (2) Marshall Writing Workshop 
students of all levels produced significantly longer posttest essay* 
(3) The hanics of writing (usag«. punch 3tion, spelling, 
handwi i ti ' lid not r.^pmr tu h" significantly affects by either 
,vnrk«thor iraditional treatment 




CURRICULUM OF MiDOl.E SCHOOL: A DESCRIPTIVE 
STUDY OF T HE TF ACHING OF WRITING 

Order No. DA842444# 
Mauti*, Junk M*«y, Ph D. Michigan Stat* University. 1964 187pp. 

The purpose of this study was to describe and explain the writing 
curriculum t i one class of entering mKJdle-school students during 
one school year Components studied were the selection end 
organization, instruction in and evaluate of writing activities. Four 
exploratory questions guided the study J) What writing curriculum 
does the middle school teacher develop and implement with her 
students? (2) How dote the teacher implement the writing 
curriculum? (3) Whet ere tho responsibilities J the students for 

enacting the writing curriculum? and (4) What relationship does 
writing have to other elemen ts of (fie school curriculum? 

Ethnographic methoda involved ongoing proceeaea of data 
collection, and concurrent analysis ol data to validate findings by 
noting repeated observations of similar events, and by triangulation, 
or by comparing results with othe f types of evidence. Data sources 
included field notes, teacher journal entries, interviews, videotapes* 
writing samples and other-school artifacts. Writing activities of a sixth- 
grade teacher of communication arts and social studies and he*' 
students were identified, described and related to one anther. The 
meaning of these writing activities was interpreted from l*m 
viewpoints of participants, or insiders, particularly that of the teacher. 
Findings were also interpreted from the viewpoint of outai is, that ie, 
form perspectives represented by theorists of curricula, namely, 
Ralph Tyler, John Dewey, and Pauto Frelre. 

Findings include the following. The description and explanation of 
curricular activities illustrate that the teacher selected and 
implemented interrelated, experience- based « creative writing 
activities of increasing complexity in view of student needs and 
interests. She prefigured prerequisite skill lessons with longer, or 
more complex and creative writing protects to meet her goals that 
each student experience success, expend hie or her best efforts, 
improve writing skills, and clarify thinking. She shared with her 
students roles of evaluating, providin individual sssistsnce, modeling 
writing processes and products, dec ^on-making, and listening to 
and reading the writings of other students. She also traneformed 
district and achod imposed constraints into opportunities for meeting 
her curricular gr. Ha 



grammar workbook All other instructional and curricular aspects 
were the same for both classes. 

Pre- and post-tests in expositor writing grammar, and process 
awareness were administered Analysis of this data (matched-ps«\ 
two- tailed f tests) indicated that the process-oriented class made 
statistically significant gams pn three of the four writing measures 
whereas the tr&oitional class mao none. Both classes showed a 
significant difference on the grammar post-test However, the process 
class had the higher mean change score -Similarly, both ciaaaee 
demonstrated significant differences on the process awareness 
measure, but again, the process class had the higher mean change 
score. The reliability of the instrument, which was developed for this 
study, may have been a factor h this outcome however. In addition, 
comparisons v 're made with two other basic writing classes. 
Analyses of these results (ANCOVA) generally support the findings for 
a process approach. 



PLUGGING YOUR PENCIL INTO THE WALL: AN 
INVESTIGATION OF WORD PROCESSING AND WRITING 
SKILLS AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL LEVEL 

Order No. DA85C20O8 

MiLLift, Samucu Kirsy, Ph.D. Unlvrsltyot Oregon, 1984. 111pp. 
Adviser Robert Sytwester 

This experimental study investigated whethiv differences existed 
in m rtting and attitude toward writing between tv, v groups of 28 sixth 
grade students, one who revised paragraphs usin^ Apple Me 
microcomputers with THE BANK STREET WRITER word processing 
program and one who used i pencil and paper. Dunrg a four-week 
period the students composed and edited paragraph* prompted by 
pictures printed in a writing manual. Data to measure writing quantity 
and writing quality were gathered at four points. Raters trained in 
holistic writing assessment procedures evaluated typed coptaa of the 
students 1 writing. Data to measure attitudes about writing were 
derived from surveys completed at th* beginning and end of the 
study. The results indicate no significant differences in writing and 
attitude toward writing between the groups. Both groups' means were 
above the midpoint on scaled ratings for quality of paragra.-** written 
wd attitude toward writing. Further studies and ideas for using word 
processors to improve writing skills are suggested. 



A COGNITIVE-PROCESS AP»»OACH TO COLLEGE 
COMPOSITION; A COMPARATIVE «TUD V OF UNSKILLED 
WRITERS OrderNo. DA342121§ 

Ivtoisift, Mary Jordan, Ed D Hazard Unlwr$lty> 1084. 159pp. 

Recent research into the composing process suggests th, 
unskilled writes lack strategies and knowings of the wr iting process 
per se. Thus by focusing on writing stratey^s snd process 
awareness, instructors may find potential for meaningful intervention 
into the process. This study investigates the effects of such 
intervention, of a process approach to teaching unskilled writers at 
the college level At the same time, it explores the effects of de- 
emphasla of the traditional grammar approach Two majbr questions 
focus the research. (1) will students who receive a process approach 
demonstrate better overall performance on expository writing tasks 
! than those who receive a traditional approach, (?) will students who 
9 receive a ds-emphasur.ed approach to gramme demonstrate 
\ proficiency m this area regardless. 

I a on« semester auasu-experimental study of two basic writing 
classes (N « 35) was conducted at a state university in the Midwest. 
Two different instructional approaches wer implemented: ^ * 
process approach consa^r>g of direct mat, ' >»on in writing strategies, 
sustained attention to the composing process, and limited instruction 
m grammar and (2) 0 traditional approach heavily concentrated in a 
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CRITERIA AND CONSISTENCY OF FRESHMAN 

COMPOSITION EVALUATION: A NATIONAL STUDY 

OrderNo. DA84238a» 
fc/.aoat, Wayni John, J*., Ph.D North Texas Staff University, 1084. 
230pp. 

The problem this study was concerned with was that r 
determining the criteria and consistency of college freshman 
composition in the United States. The purposes were to describe and 
rank the evaluator factors and criteria reportedly used and actually 
used; to assess the consistency of evaluations; and to identify 
relationships between scores assigned freshman writing and various 
characteristics of ©valuators, including evaluator's type of school. 

A random sample of 600 members of the College Section o* the 
National Council of Teachers of English received questionnaires and 
writing samples to evaluate Three hundred eighty-six responses war 
included in the testing of the sixteen hypotheses. 

The study indicated that there are no Significant difference^ in the 
mean scores of writing samples scored by ^valuators in community 
Loiiayes. cottages, and universities, that thete is more agreement than 



disagreement among teac* *ra with regard «o errteria, that evaluatora 
mign scores based on their stated criteria, that using factor such at 
age. gender. « choql.site. hours of composrhon/rhetom; education, 
degrees held, ✓ears-bf teaching exper*ence, and method of evaluation, 
are of little use as predictors of scores assigned to writing samples by 
freshman composition teachers, that few evaluatora use scales for the 
evaluation of writing, that moat teachers use the holistic method for 
evaluation that ideas txpreeaed and organization are the moat 
important criteria for moat evaiuato*. that teachers assign lower 
scores to writing samples weak In organization and ideas expressed 
than to samples weak m mechanics and us^ge. ih»t teachers most 
clearly recognize weaknesses m organiration wheh they evaluate 
writing, and that writing samples should be a muor part of any 
assessment of writing. y 



1H> EFFECTS OF COMPUTER. ASSISTED WRITING ON THE 
COr< OSING PROCESSES OF BASIC WRITERS 

Order No. DA842044S 
NkmolS, Ranoall Gaaham, Ph.D. The Ohio Stste University, 1964. 
181pp. Adviser: Professor John C. Belland 

More and more basic (developmental/remedial) writers are using 
word processing programs to compose unlversJty-level writing- 
assignments. No research existed which examined changes In 
composing processes of basic writers who begin using a word 
processing program for composing, rl changes occur, basic writing 
instructors, designers of word processing systems, and basic writers 
should be made aware of them. Consequently, this study examined 
fhre basic writers who, first, used pen and paper to complete an "In* 
class" writing assignment. Then they learned to uw "BANK STREET 
WRITER," a word processing program designed for writers at about 
the middle school level. Then they used the word processing system 
to complete an assignment similar to the first. During both sessions, 
their writing and verbalizations about their writing processes were 
video end audio taped. The writers were interviewed before and after 
the sessions. Comparisons of the computer- assisted sessions to the 
conventional sessions revealed the following: reductions in the 
number of second physical drafts, shorter sMstons, increased edits, 
production of shorter text strings, increased resdings of the topic, 
decreased verbalizations of assessments of texts, greater production 
of words, system-caused interventions in composing, Each of these 
results is discussed, with a major conclusion being that computer- 
assisted writing did not generally affect the goals and plane of these 
writers. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCI " 
COMBINING AND STORY EXPANSION DELIVERED Bf WORD 
PROCESSING MICROCOMPUTERS ON THE WRITING 
ABILITY OF SIXTH GRADERS Order No. DA8427993 

Pim*. Karfn Ler. Ed 0. Texas Toch University, 1984 75pp. 
Chairperson- Dr Michael Angetott 1 

Purpose This stud/ was designed to investigate the effects of 
sentence combining and story expansion delivered by word 
processing microcomputers on the written syntactic matu ■ ity of sixth 
gradei % m an effort to identify a fen ble method of computer 
delivered writing instruction. 

Pmcodurts A pretest -posttGat analysis of covariance design 
.i'£d to lost th#» two hypothecs (1) rmcioconiputer delivery of 



sentence combining and story expansion would significantly increase 
the embeddings per T unit of student* in the experimental group as 
compared to students m the control group, and (2) microcomputer 
delivery of sentence combining and story expansion would 
significantly increase the mean T-unit lengih of students in the 
experimental group as compared to studenta in the Control group. 

The researcher trained sixth grade language arts teacher in word 
processing and setence combining techniques. Each of three intact 
wxth grade language arts class** (N - 86) at Bowman Middle Schoot 
in Piano I.S.D. represented one *f the following treatments: 
(a) combined effects of sentence combining, story expansion, and 
microcomputer delivery (Group A); (b) sentence combining and 
microcomputer delivery (Group B); and (c) traditional delivery of 
sentence combink - lessons (Group C). 

Appropriate Stt jnts were trained in word processing and 
sentence combining. Each teacher Introduced one 50-minute aetence 
combining lesson a week during the six week study. G.oups used 
identical sentence combining lessons designed by the researcher. 

Pre- and posttests of narrative writing ability stimulated by script! 
designed by the researcher were administered one week prior to and 
following trc ' ■ »nt. Tests were analyzed for number of embeddings 
per Tunit auu mean Tunit length. Analysis of covariance was used to 
determine statistical signiflctnce (p < .05) of the influence of 
treatment on writing maturity. 

Findings. Based on analysis of covariance, the researcher failed to 
reject the first hypothesis There was a statistically significant 
difference among groups' embeddings per T-unit measures, with 
scores for Group A increasing more than scores for either Groups B 
or C The researcher failed to accept the secondjjypotheset, wh+ch 
was based on mean T-unit length. 

Further research is needed to Investigate variables which might 
urease the effectiveneea and feasibility of this technique. 



THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE COMBINING ON THC WAITING 
OF BASIC WRITERS IN THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

' Oi-derNo. DA842506t 
Powku, Joyci Elam, Ed.D. East Texas Stete University, 1984. 
225pp. Advisfcr: Joyce E. Miller 

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was to determine 
the effects of sentence combining on syntactic fluency, judged 
quality, anc' ^quency of punctuation and usage errors in the writing 
of commun 4 college basic writing students. The specific purpose 
was to determine the effects of the sentence-combining curriculum of 
The English I Modules on the writing of basic writers. 

Procedure. The population for this experiment was basic wrtttng 
students enrolled in Developmental Writing 090 in the fall semeeter of 
1963 on the Cedar Valley campus of the Dallas County Community 
College. The sample was divided into an experimental and control 
group; two instructors each taught an experimental and a control 
class. The treatment consisted of fifteen, forty-five minute seseione of 
sentence combining from The English Modules. The control group 
studied grammar The data were drawn from pretest and postteat 
aasays and Syntactic Maturity Test (SMT) "Aluminum," written by 
sixty one subjects at the beginning and end of the sixteen-week 
experiment. The essays were typed and coded, and copies were 
hoiistically scored by six English teachers. Cupies of the same essays 
were marked for four errors. The investigator marked and tabulated 
the SMT for T unit, clause length, and clauses per T-unit. 

Findings. Analysis of covariance. with pretests as covariatet, wee 
used to compare the groups on syntactic fluency, judged quality, and 
errors in punctuation and usage With the same measures, Student's 
t test was used to analyze th*> difference between pretest and pastiest 
means for both groups. The 06 level was set to determine 
significance 

When the two groups were compaVed. the experimental group woe 
significant on r-urol length measure erf syntactic fltjpnt y and on 
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subject- verb errors The control group was significant on jud jed 
quality. The experiment*! group reported prelest-postlest signif<canc§ 
on ail three measures of syntactic fluency and on two errors: fused or 
commfl-spliced and subject-verb agreement. 

Conclusion. The increase in syntactic ftyency in the experimental 
Oroup suggests that the sentence-combining curriculum of Tho 
English Modules had a positive effect on the writing of students in the 
experimental group Although it may have produced lower judged 
quality of writing acorjpa, sentence combining appeared to reduce 
cerium errors. 



RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF INTELLECTUAL PROCESSES IN 
STUDENT WRiTIN.fi: LINGUISTIC CUES IN THE QUALITY- 
RATED WRITING OF COLLEGE PRE FRESHMEN 

OrderNo. DA8428^9S 

Oviihm, DfiNNiS P . Ph.D. 8ow//ng Green Staff Univi'slty, 1984. 149pp. 

Based on the work of tagmemicist K. L. Pike, Lee Odell positeithe 
existence of "linguistic cues/' specific surface structure features of 
written prose which reflect the use of five fundamental intellectual 
processes, here called Physical Context, Sequence^ Contest, 
Classification, and Change. This *tudy was designed to ttot Odell s 
question about whtther "there * likely to be a strong connection 
between a readers holistic judgment (of an essay's i quality] and the 
relative number of intellectual processes reflected (by he use of 
linguistic cues] in an essay" (Ode*, 1977, p. 130). Odell had found 
that increased frequency of use of the linguistic cues in students' 
essays reflected increased "maturity" of ;helr writing. 

This study examined the frequency of use of linguistic cues in the 
"weak," "average Aand "sophisticated" placement test essays of 
seventy-three college prefreshmen to determine if any correlation 
could be found to exist between valid, reliable determinations of 
quality and the frequency of occurrence of linguistic cues. 

The statistical tests. Pearson r and A NOVA, failed to show any 
correlation between frequency of use of the linguistic cues and 
holistic judgments of quality. On the average, all of the students used 
all of the linguistic cues with approximately equal frequency. 

The atudy concluded that much more work needs to be done 
regarding Odeirs suggestions before it can be said that/specific 
surface structure features of students' prose can be analyzed as 
determinants of quality. -( 



AUDIENCE AWARENESS AND ADAPTATION IN THE 
PERSUASIVE WRITING OF PROFICIENT AND 
NONPROFICIENT COLLEGE FRESHMEN 

OrderNo. DA8^756J 
FUrOTM. Bennett A . Eo D Univrslty of Georj/a. 1984. 1B8pi .. 
Director: Donald L Rubin 

This study identified important differences between proficient and 
nonp »flcient college freshmen writers In their handling of a specific 
audi ce (reader), it investigated the common assumption that good 
writers, unlifce poor writers, are more aware of their audience and thet 
they are better able to adapt their essays for a particular audience. 

Previous theory and research in composition has drawn many 
links between the quality of persuasive rhetoric and the writer's 
attention to the needs, interests, and backgrounds of an intended 
audience. Previous research has also related audience to the writer's 
capacity for forming muitiplo perspectives. In general, though, 
research h&a been lacking in 0) its attempt to establish specific, 
situation - based criteria of audience adaptation, and (2) its attempt to 
connect the mrdlating influence of a writer's a war. mess of audience 



with specific features ci written teat This study examined the content 
of persuasive essays written for a specific audience Essays were 
analyzed for adaptations requiring writers 1 high and low level 
inferences. Writers were measured for their levels of j wareness of 
specific pieces of information about the audience, as veil as for their 
levels of perspective-taking ability (social cognition) and their 
attitudes toward the writing topic. These characteristics of the writers 
were then related to audience adaptations in their essays. 

Findings indicate that when minimal information was given about 
the audience, proficient and ncnproficient writers showed equal 
levels of adaptation. When more information was given, proficient 
writers took greater advantage of it than nonproflcient writers, 
producing significantly more adaptations, especially those requiring 
low ievef inferences; there wereno differences between groups in the 
number of high inference adaptations. Audience awareness was 
found to be a significant predictor of the number of high inference 
adaptations that writers mtde. The outcomes of this study support 
aspects of the supposed relationship between writing ability and 
audience adaptation Findings about the relationship between the 
final written products and such mediating influences as audience 
awareness and perspective- taking ability are interpreted in light of 
current theory. 



THE VALIDATION OF THE WRITING ASSESSMENT TEST 

Order Ho. DA84 15633 
Smol, Kathv Use, EdD. 7/># Johns HopMn* Unrfvers/fy, 1984. 165pp. 

■ The purpose of the study was to design and to validate a criterion- 
referenced writing lest, the Writing Assessment Test (WAT). The teal 
is designed to be used for diagnostic decisions about writing sMM 
strengths and weaknesses in grades four and Ave. 

•The subjects consisted of 104 fourth and fifth grade student 52 
achieving writers and 52 low achieving ones. These samples were 
used in several reliabiity and validity studies: decision validity, : 
concurrent validity, construct validity, decision reliability and 
interscorer reliability- 

The results of the validity studies indicated the fallowing: 
(1) decision validity evidence related to the cutting score for the total 
test revealed 97% correct classifications (2) concurrent validity 
evidence indicated that the relationships between the WAT and three 
c<her writing measures were statistically significant but of varying 
magnitudes (ranging from .32 to .8). (3) Construct validity evidence of 
the WAT indicated that three of the oral versus written language 
correlations were significant, but rather low (less than .39). 

Two reliability studies w*re conducted. The first which used 
Huynh's method indcaled s decision stability index of .90 The 
•econd study which examined Interscorer reliability yielded a 
generalizebility coefficient of 



THE EFFECTS Of ORAL AND ORALVISUAL DICTATION 
EXERCISES ON A SPECIFIC WRITING SKILL C<> SELECTED 
COLLEGE DEVELOPMENTAL STUDEJTTS 

Order No. DA8425666 

Sm*«*al Ronald toueice.P*.D. Tim Louisiana State Uftfrersfty and 
Agrtewifi/ra/andAlec/ianica/Co/..l9B4. 148pp. Supervisor: 
Professor Robert E. Spears 

This research was designed to axsrnine the effects of dictation 
exercises on the scores of developmental students on a test of a 
npeclfle Engimh writing skill. Additionally, the study examined the 
differences in these scores based on the preference type scaies of the 
My*r$-BriQQ$ Type In' tit or (MBT1) in order to test th* hypothes* 
that certain MBTI types that handle the oral language well wouW teem 
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*r»tmg skills faster whan exposed to dictation exercises related to 
those skills 

A pre test and a post test were administered to three groups of 
developmental writing students at Nicholls State University. All three 
groups were taught writing skills using the controlled composition 
method which emohasizes imitation and proofreading skills as we|I as 
the developmental writing student's facility with the oral language. 
One treatment group received teacher. rated, student. copied dictation 
exercises during the 10-day period of the experiment The second 
treatment group had dictation delivered by a videotape player and 
television monitor utilizing a pr of etetcnei dictation voice with the 

words of -the dictation on the video k *en. The third group a control 
jroup -ecaved no dictation exercises. The writing ski I pr^ntrt n 
^ classes was the correct use of present progress pr^n Toast 
and future tenses. The MBTI sects indicated The l!£S?* ' P 
SSE? * xtroversion or introversion and sensing or 

^ lh# wtro ^" ^nslng groups 
would benefit the most from dictation exercises 

rnulXlf** 01 lh ° data WM d * ve, °P<* trough an analysis of 

SJ^EYr lha ! ^ lh8 pr * ,J8f a$ a c °variate in order to 

2dm^ °' lhft varianc * of th « Post-tssi scores. An 

2m 2?ria f T ° COv r ,inCft WW app,ied 10 lh « «lng the 
M6TI scores to develop a factorial design 

sf.r2K?w? lhe r anaJy ? fa of "variance indicated that there was no 
SI 2 2 ^ y ant d,ffcrcnce the three groups or among 

^varT^ thtgroui An anal^s 

:;;;£ e ( of ^ ™ an W ** *how a statistically significant 

V^ 60 <jiclItk)0 ° r0up "mpsrsd to thi control 
group. The use of dictation exercises, especially video dictation is 
marginally supported by this study ' * 



ACQUIRING PRACTICAL REASONING THROUGH TEACHER* 
STUDENT INTERACTION IN DIALOGUE JOURNALS 

OrderNo. DA8428577 
Statom, Jana Jo, Pw D. University of California, Los Angeles. 1984 
558pp. Chair: Professor Frederick S. Eliett, Jr 

This study addresses the problem of how a teacher can help 
Students acquire those concepts, beliefs, strategies and knowledge of 
themaefves, other persons and the world on which rational 
deliberation and choices about action are based. Such practical 
reasoning is the heuristic, non-syllorjistic rationality which 
characterizes human action. The thesis of this study is that practical 
reasoning is gradually acquired through extended interpersonal 
interactions with adults during which the child learns to observe and 
practice the relevant concepts and strategies for understanding and 
acting on the world. 

The data for the analysis consist of the complete texts of 26 
dialogue journ*i3 from a sixth grade clasa written during the 1979. 
1980 school year. Dialogue journals are private written conversations 
which occur daily in this lass between each student and their 
teachsr. The dialogue journal texts provide a unique record of the 
deify, spontaneous thinking of children £bout the important events of 
their lives Methods from discourse analysis and pragmatics were 
adapted and applied to the texts in order to describe the dialogic 
structure of these interactions. The dialogue journ Us are first 
d esc r i bed in their social context, as communicative events meeting a 
wide variety of student ana teacher needs in the classroom. Then 
cross- sectional studies of specific features of the interactions across 
all journals, and longitudinal studies of individual student teach r 
dialogues across the school year, are presented. 

The cross-settional studies of elaboration and attnbut^nal 
reasoning demonstrate how the teacher's strategies for discussing 
everyday experiences differ systematical^ from those or her students 
The dinlocjuo journals allow her to demonstrate informally more 



explicit, accurate descriptions of shared events, and to provide the 
students with a moie uaetful, rational model of causal attributions. 

The two longitudinal studies follow one .najor topic in a student's 
journaJ across the nine-month school year. These dialogues contain, 
instances of extended "interactional scaffolding" in which the teacher 
assists the student to re-examine problems from a different 
perspective, consider alternative actions, and incorporate new 
inf ormstion and concepts helpful in tfcat particular context. The 
dialogue j jrnal texts provide an empirical picture of the actus! 
acquisition of more soclaJly mature and effective reasoning 
capacities. 



A TRANSITION FROM SPEAKING TO WRITING: SMALL- 
GROUP WRITING CONFERENCES Order No. DA8427831 

Thomas. Den€ Kay, Ph.D. University of Mmneso *984. 319pp. 

Theories of group behavior from speech. communication and 
theories of discourse from linguistics, when intersected for the 
purpose of analyzing small-group writing conferences, provide a 
framework for studying the transition from speaking to writing. 
Descriptive research, combining analytical methods from both 
disciplines, provides insights into communication patterns, changes 
in communication patterns, motivations for the changes, and, finally, 
Into the relationship between the group process and the writing 
process. 

This descriptive case study analyzes the interaction of one 
freshman composition teacher and four students who met for s series 
of six conferences which were part of a freshman composition course 
at the University of Minnesota. The conferences, taped and 
transcribed, provide evidence for the benefits of the conference 
method of teaching composition. This study describes the group 
process, suggests parallels between the group process and the 
writing process, and provides an audience acquisition model that 
illustrates important components of students' writing development. 
Discussion that is f ocused on writing helps freshmen make the 
transition from speaker who are conversationally oriented to writers 
who are aware of how other minds perceive the world and v. wo can 
adapt their writing to the needs of an imagined audience. 
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SOCIOCOGNITIVE CONSTRAINTS IN TR 
LETTER WRITING OVER TIME 
Vaasus, Nanci Reoinsui, Eo.D. Indiana L/mVb., 
Ch^^person: Dr Carolyn L, Burke 

A class of first graders exchanged weekly individual letters with 
the researcher and recorded their thoughts daily in journals. Although 
growth and development was manifested through these meaningful 
social experiences with written language, of primary research interest 
was the evolution of register Children's use of the pragmatic, 
semantic, syntactic and graphophonemic language cue systcme 
within and across the strategies of negotiability, textual intent, 
risktaking and ilne'tuning language with language was empirical 
documented. 

The changes which occurred over time were viewed as an 
orchestrated response to the transactive nature of socio-cognitlve 
constraints- As a personal relationship developed with the researcher, 
and as paramount constraints evolved from controlling, perfecting 
and imitating to creating, trusting and communicating, children 
esptored language in quantitatively and qualitatively different way* 
Some statistically significant changes (p <; 01) include; (1) achin^e 



from relying on topics previously introduced to generating new 
semantic bases for their message*; (2) an Increase in the number of 
words, functional spelling syntactic variation, t-units, sentences, 
amount ol expansion, and diversity of topics. Other facets of their 
process as exemplified in their products were consistent: 
0) Function was remained; (2) The percentage of functional 
spelling was.no! significantly different; (3) Alternative communication 
systems were incorporated in the products and their use increased 
the depth and breadth of their messages. 

Major strengths erf 'this study are its ability to validate empirically 
<1) the powerful effect of one elementary school's expectations for 
correctness of children's wtBingneee to explore written language and 
(2) the pothetieJ of young children to engage in and grow through 
meaningful language experience. 
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